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Gandhiji's system of non-violent values does not, as is some-
times wrongly believed, make life primitive. In his own words,
". . .it is not an attempt to go back to the ignorant, dark ages.
But it is an attempt to see beauty in voluntary simplicity,
poverty and slowness."67 Complex, centralized political and eco-
nomic life, which multiplies chances of exploitation, sacrifices
non-violent values. The non-violent life, i.e., the life of service, he
holds, must of necessity be simple, self-supporting and close to
the soil. This implies a rural culture of decentralized satyagrahi
communities and a new conscious Iife3 simple and free and rich
in opportunities.

The one way to advance towards such a society is the culti-
vation of non-violence by the masses under the guidance of
satyagrahi leaders.

CHAPTER VI

THE DECISION OF THE SATYAGRAHI LEADER

The satyagrahi leader seeks truth through non-violent
methods. To him the cardinal ethical maxim is that what con-
flicts with truth and ahimsa should be eschewed. Difficulties
arise when he proceeds to apply this maxim to concrete situa-
tions of life and to determine what in a given case is in conflict
with truth and attimsa. There is sometimes an inner conflict
between one duty and another. How should the satyagrahi faced
with the inner turmoil determine the path of duty? What should
serve as his ultimate moral guide? Should he be guided by
public opinion, or should he depend on himself? In the latter
case should he be guided by reason or by faith and conscience ?

Gandhiji's life and the obiter dicta scattered through his
writings give us his views on the problem. He attaches due
importance to public opinion in a democracy. He believes that
the satyagrahi should yield to public opinion in matters which
do not involve departure from his personal religion or moral
code.1 But for ultimate moral guidance in matters of basic
importance, the ethically disciplined satyagrahi must depend

6? H., Oct. 14, 1939, p. 307,
i T. L3 I, pp. 207-08.